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A  number  of  questions  are  often  raised  concerning  the  distinction  between  the  gifts  and  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  They  are  

sometimes  put  in  propositional  form.  The  following  are  a  few  of  these,  together  with  a  brief  response.

1.  “The  greatest  gift  is  love.  Why  seek  any  other  gift?”  But  nowhere  does  the  Bible  speak  of  love  as  a  gift.  Nowhere  is  

3.  “All  Christians  should  have  all  the  gifts.”  This  is  clearly  against  the  divine  principle  of  variety  in  the  Church.  In  enu-­

he  asks,  “Not  all  are  apostles,  are  they?  …  Not  all  are  workers  of  miracles,  are  they?  …  Not  all  speak  with  tongues,  do  

4.  “The  baptism  in  the  Spirit  is  charismatic,  not  ethical,  in  nature.”  It  is  indeed  charismatic  in  nature,  but  it  also  has  

very  important  ethical  dimensions.  How  can  one  be  immersed  in  the  Holy  Spirit  without  that  experience  affecting  his  

personal  holiness?

for  spiritual  gifts.  This  is  amply  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  there  is  a  much  higher  incidence  of  gifts  among  those  

baptized  in  the  Spirit  than  among  those  who  are  not.

-­

Holy  Spirit.  This  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  will  enable  them  to  walk  uprightly.  It  is  directly  related  to  the  New  Testament  



-­

Testament  concept  of  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit.

The  various  terms  employed  in  the  New  Testament  for  spiritual  gifts  help  in  understanding  this  work  of  the  Spirit.  

to  convey  that  the  one  Spirit  has  many  ways  of  manifesting  himself  but  that  these  “manifestations”  are  to  be  viewed  as  

an  entity.

may  be  undeserving.  It  is  properly  translated  gift,  but  with  this  special  connotation.  However,  the  word  itself  does  

the  word  should  help  in  understanding  why  it  is  that  sometimes  a  seemingly  undeserving  person  is  given  a  spiritual  

gift.

The  word  pneumatika  is  also  used  with  reference  to  spiritual  gifts.  It  is  the  neutral  plural  form  of  pneumatikos,  which  

is  an  adjective  meaning  spiritual.  The  word  itself  does  not  mean  spiritual  gifts,  but  it  is  used  in  this  sense  in  1  Corin-­

-­

with  merely  human  or  natural  talents.

properly  means  apportionments  or  allotments  or  divisions.  It  comes  from  the  verb  merizo  that  means  to  divide,  distrib-­

ute,  assign,  apportion.  Neither  the  noun  nor  the  verb  has  direct  reference  to  the  idea  of  gifts,  even  though  the  context  

-­

standing  of  the  whole.

body  of  Christ  and  extending  His  kingdom.  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  primary  divine  agent  in  this  distribution  of  gifts.

As  with  spiritual  gifts,  the  New  Testament  employs  several  different  terms  to  convey  the  thought  of  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  

and  then  enumerates  a  suggested  list  of  nine.  The  expression  “fruit  of  the  Spirit”  is  best  understood  to  mean  products  

of  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  source.



-­

have  already  seen,  it  has  the  more  general  meaning  of  Christian  maturity.  In  this  sense,  it  occurs  in  1  Corinthians  

This  would  indicate  they  are  different  ways  of  expressing  the  same  idea.

them  as  Christlike  virtues  or  qualities  produced  by  the  indwelling  Holy  Spirit  as  the  Christian  abides  in  Christ.

not  originate  with  the  believer  apart  from  the  enabling  of  the  Spirit.  The  element  of  the  supernatural  is  found  in  both.

-­

yet  he  insists  the  gifts  need  to  be  developed  to  edify  the  congregation.  Similarly,  spiritual  fruit  must  be  developed.  

They  must  be  brought  to  a  state  of  maturity.  This  is  the  thought  behind  the  concepts  of  Christian  maturity  and  growth  

As  to  their  nature,  the  fruit  are  animistic,  whereas  the  gifts  are  dynamistic.  The  former  are  the  result  of  the  indwelling  

Second,  there  is  a  distinction  with  respect  to  the  obligation  of  the  Christian  in  appropriating  the  two.  All  Christians  

Third,  and  in  a  similar  vein,  believers  are  always  required  to  manifest  spiritual  fruit,  but  the  manifestation  of  spiritual  



gifts  is  at  the  bidding  of  the  Spirit.

The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  manifests  itself  in  both  the  gifts  He  bestows  on  believers  and  the  spiritual  fruit  demonstrat-­

because  of  any  inherent  inferiority  of  the  gifts  to  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.

mediation  of  the  gifts  through  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  and  primarily  through  love.

Complementariness,  not  mutual  exclusivity,  is  the  New  Testament  approach  to  the  gifts  and  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  Together  

-­

graph.  The  divine  ideal  is  that  both  the  gifts  and  the  fruit  be  manifested  among  believers.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  

choose  one  over  against  the  other.

and  summary,  we  may  say  the  baptism  in  the  Spirit  so  sensitizes  the  believer  that  he  is  in  a  much  better  position  to  de-­

sire  and  receive  spiritual  gifts.  But  the  baptism  in  the  Spirit,  since  it  is  immersion  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  also  should  affect  

fruit  of  the  Spirit.
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